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The State of the Cities Database (SOCD) is a free to use database, which has been
created to provide access to updated data that underpins the State of the English Cities
Report (SOCR), published in March 2006. The database contains all the key indicators of
urban performance used in the report and allows users to identify in greater detail recent
changes in English cities and will allow future monitoring of cities and the impact of
policies.

The indicators on employment, education, housing, health, crime, demographics,
businesses, etc. are available for 56 cities in England (urban areas with a population of
125,000 or more). The indicators are also available for regions, local authorities and for
England as a whole, to enable comparisons with the cities. Information on employment,
floorspace and rateable value of properties are available for Areas of Town Centre Activity
and Retail Cores.

SOCD is a powerful mechanism and will help answer questions such as:

< What do we know about this city?

= What is this city like?

< How well are we doing in this city?

< How does it compare with other cities?

SOCD is available on the Internet at www.socd.communities.gov.uk/socd
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Statistical reports on a variety of urban places can be produced at the click of a few
buttons. Users are able to:

/ e Find any of the 56 cities represented in SOCR; \
e View a standard or custom defined report for a city;

e Compare a city with another city, with its local authority, with its region or compare it
with its wider Travel to Work Area (TTWA);

e Produce maps & charts of indicators;

e Export reports in PDF, Excel and other formats;

e Access data at various spatial levels, including Ward, Tract, Town Centre, Retail Core
Primary Urban Area, Travel to Work Area, local authority, Government Office Region

and England;

e Find data on economy, housing, education, population, transport, and social &

\ cultural topics /
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Areas of Town Centre Activity statistics for 1999-2004 have been disseminated via the
State of the Cities Database. Retail Core statistics are also available on the database for
2002 (1999-2004 will be available shortly). Statistics are presented for the following
employees and property types (those with an * are also available for Retail Cores):

Employees

Commercial office employees;

Public service employees;

Convenience retail employees*;

Comparison retail employees?;

Service retail employees*;

Arts, culture and entertainment employees;
Restaurants and licensed premises employees

Floorspace (in m2) and Rateable value (in £)
 Retail premises?;

Al (shops) use class premises*;

A2 (Financial and professional) use class premises?;
A3 (Food and Drink) use class premises?;

« Office premises;

The following few slides shows the various options (A to D) within SOCD and
demonstrates how reports on individual town centres and reports that compares town
centres can be produced
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3 State of the Cities - Select Place By Location - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Sterfa Partnened with ELG
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